Chair’s signature dated 13th January 2026
MINUTES of the Dunham Massey Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday, 9th December 2025 at 7.00pm 
Held at Dunham Massey Village Hall 

	Attendees

	Name
	Title
	Organisation
	Initial

	David Jolley
	Chair
	Parish Council
	DJ

	James Bushell
	Vice-chair
	Parish Council
	JB

	Thomas Corneil
	Councillor
	Parish Council
	TC

	Phillipa Pennington
	Councillor
	Parish Council
	PP

	Paula Lewis
	Councillor
	Parish Council
	PL

	Lewis Clare
	Councillor
	Parish Council
	LC

	Georgina Lofthouse
	General Manager
	National Trust
	GL

	Krista Williams
	Parish Clerk
	Parish Council
	KW

	Apologies:
	Parish Councillors Richard Abbott and Caroline Royle



3 electors present.
	1
	Welcome and Apologies for absence
 

	2
	Minutes from the last meeting

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting.

	3
	Declarations of interest

No declarations were received.

	4
	Action item updates and additional information
The attached action log provides detailed information on new, ongoing, and completed actions. Ongoing actions from previous meeting: 

Maintenance 

· Lamppost refurbishment – An email has been received from Lime Tree that they are happy for the work on the hedge to go ahead. The Trust are still waiting for a response from Barnes Lane resident – Ongoing
· Railings - CG to ask JRM about progress on refurbishing the railings -Ongoing
· Hedges:
· Richard is aware that Paddock Lane hedges need to be cut – Action Complete
· Awaiting quotes for the cutting of the hedges near the Tennis club – Action Complete 
Highways

· Speeding - CR has contacted Lymm Parish Council about their approach to installing reduced speeding limits -Ongoing
· Potholes - LH awaiting a Freedom of Information response as Trafford was unable to provide a direct response to the question concerning expenditure against the uplifted pothole budget - Ongoing
· Welcome to Dunham signage – Warburton Parish Council notified LH that the 5 signs was £15,436 – Action Complete
· Estimation of costs to erect signs in Dunham - CR and PP will meet in early January to progress this action – Ongoing 

Communication

· Christmas newsletter – Copy has been sent - Action Closed
· Contact details – uploaded onto the website – Action Complete
· DMPC website – LC uploaded the Carrington Masterplan information onto the site - Action complete

Environment

· Tree planting - JRM to provide details of planned tree planting – Nothing further to note - Ongoing

Canal breach

· DJ to chase request for a temporary gate or fence to be installed at the canal side close to the Village Hall – Action complete


	5
	Bridgewater Canal Breach and Flooding Updates

DJ reported that the completion date for works to the canal remains December 2026. The Bridgewater Canal Company is in the process of appointing a contractor for the required work.

The Parish Council agreed that the completion date was rather optimistic given that a contractor has yet to be appointed and the amount of work required to repair the breach. 

Work on the sewage pipes at Little Bollington has started.


	6
	Dunham Massey Neighbourhood Plan

DJ informed the meeting of current progress:
· The survey has been completed by 96 people to date. DJ has a list of households that may not have received notification of the survey as they did not request Christmas Event tickets, have access to Dunham Life or have poor digital access. For this reason, the survey will remain open.
· Trafford Planning has notified the Clerk that the Parish Council can begin to develop a plan. The designation is being signed by an Executive Member and will be emailed shortly. 
· RA and DJ met with Georgina at the National Trust. The outcomes of the meeting include:
· The Trust can map land that was allocated to them and which areas can be developed
· Flood risk mapping
· Wildlife surveys
· The Trust has agreed to provide some financial support to contribute towards the Neighbourhood Plan development costs
· A meeting will take place in January to formulate specific actions


	7
	Highways

DJ reported that the School Lane bridge has been damaged because of a vehicle collision. Repairs will take place in the new year requiring the road to be closed.

PL informed the meeting that despite attempts to notify Trafford Council through their portal of local street lighting problems to date nothing has been actioned. The Council had responded to one request relating to Henshall Lane informing PL that the light is not their responsibility.

New Action: PL to contact LH to ask for her raise the issue of the lights needing attention on School Lane, Back Lane, at Fir Tree Cottage and Bishop’s Lodge and Henshall Lane

Refer to item 5 for further details.

	8
	Grounds maintenance

Ben has cleared around the railings on Henshaw Lane and sprayed the footpath at Five Corners. Gulleys on Charcoal Lane and Station Road will be cleared after April. Tree work on Yew Tree farm has been completed. 

Refer to item 5.

	9
	Public Forum – When Dunham Massey residents may comment or raise questions regarding matters affecting the Parish. 

A resident informed the meeting that a vehicle had hit the road sign near The Rope. Drivers are now unable to see the sign which warns them of the low bridge on Woodhouse Lane. 

New Action: DJ to notify Trafford Council that the road sign on the corner of Paddock Lane and Woodhouse Lane needs repairing


	10
	To consider recent planning applications relating to Dunham Massey

TC informed the meeting that there were 2 applications:
· Tree management at Charcoal Road in the Conservation Area
· Cinderland Crossing Cottage Black Moss Road erection of a first-floor side extension. 

No objections were raised. 

The residents of Station House informed the meeting of their plans to refurbish the building. It is anticipated that their plans will be submitted to Trafford Council Planning Department in the new year.


	11
	To approve payments for December

Nothing to note

	12
	Precept

The Parish Council reviewed the anticipated budget for 2025/26 and agreed not to request a Precept this financial year.

	13
	Notices and AOB

Crematorium car park extension 

LC notified the meeting that he had received a message from the Crematorium that demolition of the bungalow will begin on the 5th January 2026. Once complete work will begin resulting in further car park capacity. 

A heartfelt thank you

As recorded in the October minutes, the December Parish Council meeting is the final meeting to be attended by Parish Councillor Thomas Corneil. To mark the occasion the Chair said a few personal words to note Thomas’s retirement and thanked him once again on behalf of the everyone.


	Date and time of next meeting 
Tuesday, 13th January 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall Dunham Massey 
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David Jolley  Chair  Parish Council  DJ  

James Bushell  Vice - chair  Parish Council  JB  

Thomas Corneil  Councillor  Parish Council  TC  

Phillipa Pennington  Councillor  Parish Council  PP  

Paula Lewis  Councillor  Parish Council  PL  

Lewis Clare  Councillor  Parish Council  LC  

Georgina Lofthouse  General Manager  National Trust  GL  

Krista Williams  Parish Clerk  Parish Council  KW  

Apologies:  Parish Councillor s  Richard Abbott   and  Caroline Royle  

  3   elector s   present.  

1  Welcome   and  Apologies for absence      

2  Minutes from the last meeting    The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting.  

3  Declarations of interest    No declarations were received.  

4  Action item updates and additional information   The attached action log provides detailed information on new, ongoing, and  completed actions. Ongoing actions from previous meeting:     

Maintenance  

 



 

Lamppost refurbishment – An email has been received from Lime Tree that 

they are happy for the work on the hedge to go ahead. The Trust are still 

waiting for a response from Barnes Lane resident – Ongoing 



 

Railings - CG to ask JRM about progress on refurbishing the railings -

Ongoing 



 

Hedges: 

o

 

Richard is aware that Paddock Lane hedges need to be cut – Action 

Complete 

o

 

Awaiting quotes for the cutting of the hedges near the Tennis club – 

Action Complete  

Highways 

 



 

Speeding - CR has contacted Lymm Parish Council about their approach to 

installing reduced speeding limits -Ongoing 



 

Potholes - LH awaiting a Freedom of Information response as Trafford was 

unable to provide a direct response to the question concerning expenditure 

against the uplifted pothole budget - Ongoing 



 

Welcome to Dunham signage – Warburton Parish Council notified LH that 

the 5 signs was £15,436 – Action Complete 

