Chair’s signature dated 14th October 2025
MINUTES of the Dunham Massey Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday, 9th September 2025 at 7.00pm 
Held at Dunham Massey Village Hall 

	Attendees

	Name
	Title
	Organisation
	Initial

	David Jolley
	Chair
	Parish Council
	DJ

	James Bushell
	Vice-Chair
	Parish Council
	JB

	Caroline Royle 
	Councillor
	Parish Council
	CR

	Paula Lewis
	Councillor
	Parish Council
	PL

	Lewis Clare
	Councillor
	Parish Council
	LC

	Philippa Pennington
	Councillor
	Parish Council
	PP

	Shengke Zhi.
	Councillor
	Trafford Council
	SZ

	Krista Williams
	Parish Clerk
	Parish Council
	KW

	Apologies:
	Richard Abbott, Thomas Corneil, Parish Councillors Lisa Hancock -Trafford Councillor



5 electors present.

	1
	Welcome and Apologies for absence


	2
	Minutes from the last meeting

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting.

	3
	Declarations of interest

No declarations were received.

	4
	Action item updates and additional information
The attached action log provides detailed information on new, ongoing, and completed actions. Ongoing actions from previous meeting: 

Flooding

· DJ and JB are working together to complete the ACRE Survey – Ongoing

Parish Council Operating Procedures

· DJ to meet with GL to discuss how the Trust and Parish Council can forge a way of working that is beneficial to both parties – Action Complete
· Action log access – An online version is available for the Parish Council members to update progress – Action complete

Maintenance 

· Lamppost refurbishment – delayed due to lack of progress on hedge cutting at Lime Tree and Barnes Lane. It is hoped that this will be completed in early autumn – Ongoing
It was noted that some lampposts are permanently lit

New Action: PL to notify Trafford Council of faulty lampposts

· Hedges:
· Paddock Lane hedges will to be cut imminently – Ongoing
· Tennis club hedges require cutting by the National Trust - Ongoing
· Verges – trees obscuring road signs and litter following verge cutting will be cleared – Actions complete
· JRM to ask the National Trust gardener to contact JB to advise on wildflower management – Action ongoing

Highways

· Speeding activated signs - JB to ensure activated speeding signs are fit for purpose – JB and DJ to ask Andrew Hague to erect the posts – Ongoing 
· Speeding - CR to contact Mr. King to understand how speeding restriction signs have been installed in Lymm. Nothing further to note - Ongoing

Transport 

· Places for People – CG to raise at the forthcoming meeting – Action complete

Communication

· Newsletter now live on the website – Action complete

New Action: TC and PL to create a video inviting residents to the October meeting to include promoting the Bollin Water extraction presentation by United Utilities 

Planning

Trafford Council has served notice to 42 Woodhouse Lane to complete works to the driveway. DJ discussed this with Andrew Hague whilst onsite to ensure that driveways are completed. – Andrew Hague agreed to action - Ongoing

Planning Application 115435/HHA/25 - DJ and LH raised with Andrew Hague at their face-to-face meeting – Action complete

During discussions with the National Trust DJ made mention of the possibility of moving the footpath behind the hedge to improve safety. DJ has discussed and emailed Georgina and Colin and this matter will be revisited by the Trust. Andy Burnham highlighted this at the “Bus Meeting” and Connor Rand agreed to raise the issue of safety with Trafford as it also affects the movement of buses round the corner.

A resident raised the lack of sight for those heading out of Meadow Lane. Also, a cottage fence was hit due to a 2-car collision on the corner of Woodhouse Lane. 

New Action: DJ and KW to write to Sarah Todd, Trafford Council Chief Executive on the issue of concerns about the risks to homes, pedestrians and vehicles at the Woodhouse Lane corner 

· Paul Beckman can attend the July Parish Council meeting – RA and Paul met on Teams to provide an update of the meeting Warburton has with Redrow – Action complete
· TC and RA to attend the Redrow meeting on the 9th September – Action complete 

New Action: RA and TC to provide feedback on the Redrow development at the October meeting

· Carrington Master Plan 
· LC to write to Connor Rand to understand the need for confidentiality and why there is such secrecy around this matter – LC will send a further follow-up email as no response has been provided to date – Action Ongoing
· LH to ask for the Parish Council to contribute to the Master Plan discussions without the signing a Non-Disclosure Agreement – DJ is attending meetings – Action complete

DJ attended the Carrington Master Plan meeting - DJ has written to Caroline Wright (Strategic Planning and Growth Manager for the Carrington Masterplan) requesting additional information on the allocation of infrastructure funding for adjacent areas. DJ will forward response.

· DJ to invite United Utilities to attend the October meeting – Action complete

Manchester Evening News contacted the Parish Council about the proposal to extract water from the Bollin. DJ made the journalist aware that this was a priority for the Parish Council and that no further information has been made available other than that already in the public domain.

Environment 

· Tree planting- the National Trust is producing a feasibility study and will be able to report when completed – Ongoing

Canal breach

· Action Plan - DJ to chase Bridgewater for a copy of their action plan – Awaiting response – Ongoing
· Bench - DJ to ask when the refurbished bench will be back in situ – DJ was notified that the bench is in storage – Action complete

Safety

· Trees – the trees are still causing an issue at Yew Tree House. Residents in the surrounding area are still waiting for the work to be done and again raised the issue of safety.  – Ongoing

	5
	Priorities for the Parish Council

· Litter – Could a mass litter picking exercise could be organized
· Signage – Erection of a sign on Black Moss and a new sign at Paddock Lane
· Traffic calming – explore opportunities to reduce speeding and inappropriate parking
· Communication – increase/improve communications out to residents and stakeholders through videos, newsletters, WhatsApp and https://www.dunhammasseyparishcouncil.com/
· Carrington Masterplan
· Neighbourhood Plan
· Management of accounts/minutes electronically

New Action – DJ to provide full write-up of priorities and circulate with the Parish Council

	6
	Bridgewater Canal Breach and Flooding Updates

DJ had written to Bridgewater requesting the re-instatement of temporary fencing at the access area to the temporary earth dam adjacent to the Village Hall. He has requested an update on progress and awaiting response.

Flooding

To date no invitation has been received by DJ to attend the Cheshire East meeting on Flooding.  

	7
	Dunham Massey Neighbourhood Plan

In RA’s absence DJ informed the meeting on current progress:
· A survey for completion by residents, people who work in the Parish and visitors, will be made available online and posted out 
· The group will be engaging with local businesses 
· Focus group/s will be held to discuss the findings of the surveys
· A children and young people’s workshop will run in the Autumn
· The National Trust intimated that they would provide financial support 
· A submission to the Manchester Airport Community Grant will be made 

	8
	Highways

Verges

DJ and LH met Martin Scott (Amey). Agreement has been reached to admit trucks into Oldfield Lane to support verge clearance and improve accessibility.

Next meeting to take place with John Stevens, Amey’s Greenspace and Street cleaning Contract Manager to discuss verge management in October.

A resident notified the meeting that verges need clearing on Barnes Lane and Woodhouse Lane.

New Action: DJ/JB to raise the issue that Barnes Lane and Woodhouse Lane have not been cleared

	9
	Grounds maintenance

The flower meadow at Five Corners has been cut and will remain so for the rest of the winter. 

Refer to item 4 for further information on local maintenance matters.


	10
	Public Forum – When Dunham Massey residents may comment or raise questions regarding matters affecting the Parish. 

Sue Bailey gave an update on behalf of the Village Hall Committee. School House Cottage has been refurbed with new electrics, windows and exterior. Receiving attention.

The Village Hall is to be deep cleaned. A second freezer has been installed. Exterior work will take place to improve lighting. Future events include a children’s film night, Christmas Party at The Barn and a Jazz night at the church on the 26th September starting at 7.30.

Street Lighting

A resident notified the meeting of a faulty light near the Trans Pennine Trail and felt this was a public safety issue especially with the nights drawing in. She will report the problem on the Trafford Council website.

Flooding

Flooding is an issue on Station Road. This issue has already been raised with Trafford Council. Resident living adjacent to the flooding area will email the Parish Council with Concerns.

New Action: DJ to provide information and history relating to the issue raised with Amey’s Flood Risk Engineer so that the resident can follow up directly with Trafford.

SZ informed the meeting that he believes Amy will not action requests needing attention until a Trafford Councillor raises the issue.

New Action: SZ to raise the problems of flooding with Trafford Council

Blocked drainage grids

Trafford Council has been made aware of the need to clear grids to prevent flooding.

Cat Bus 5 

Fiona said that the bus meeting was well attended with in-depth discussions taking place. Andy Burnham mentioned he was in dialogue with the National Trust to see what could be done to encourage visitors to use public transport to the Hall. Bus shelters will be refurbished, and the Travel Safe App is being promoted. TfGM wants to see a 30% increase in bus usage on Dunham’s bus route.

Fiona thanked the Parish Council for all their support on this issue.

A resident asked if a new gate or temporary fencing could be installed at the canal side near the Village Hall. Currently open access to the canal poses a serious safety issue for children and young people.

DJ had previously stated that he had already emailed Bridgewater to raise the issue of safety and requested that a gate or temporary fence be installed at the canal side close to the Village Hall.

Post Office

A resident asked if the Post Office frontage could be refurbished. Although it is no longer used as a shop or Post Office it’s façade and surround should be maintained.

New Action: DJ to ask the National Trust what the schedule is for house painting

	11
	To consider recent planning applications relating to Dunham Massey

Nothing to note for actioning

	12
	To approve payments for July
Tracy Carr                             Flowers for Memorial Garden Bed                  £192.00
Nalc                                      Training Planning for the Future                        £42.00
Total                                                                                                             £234.00

	13
	Notices and AOB

Remembrance Day

DJ agreed to attend the event at St Marks Church and JB will represent Dunham Massey at the Altrincham event. 

CR asked if it is possible to purchase more eco-friendly wreaths.

New Action: KW to order wreaths


	Date and time of next meeting 
Tuesday, 14th October 2025 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall Dunham Massey 
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