
Proposed River Bollin Scheme- an update 

Dear Dunham Massey Parish Council  

We are writing to provide an update on the proposed River Bollin scheme, which we 
had anticipated would be operational in the mid 2030's. Following careful consideration, we 
have decided to pause progression of the scheme at this time.   

Since we began to scope out the Bollin project, and engage with local people, there have been 
developments in water demand needs across the North West. For example, to support the 
region’s economic growth, we can see plans are firming up for investment in data centres and 
housing growth which will require resilient water supplies. While we have shorter-term plans to 
secure funding to develop new water sources to address some of these more immediate needs, 
we also need to review our longer-term plans to ensure they underpin developments in the 
region and meet the needs of future generations.   

Every five years, we produce a Water Resources Management Plan (WRMP) which sets out how 
we will manage our water supply and demand over the long term, typically over a 25-year 
period. As we begin our next WRMP cycle, we are reviewing all options to ensure they reflect the 
latest information, priorities, and represent best value for our customers and the environment. 
It makes sense to include the Bollin project in this process so it can be assessed alongside new 
options, updated evidence, future needs, and wider national priorities. This process will involve 
engagement on our proposals, starting in 2027.  

Once engagement on the plan has taken place and feedback has been considered, we expect to 
be able to provide a further update in early 2028 when we publish our draft WRMP, including any 
proposed timescales for the progression of the River Bollin scheme.  

Many thanks,  

  

Head of Strategic Resources  

Asset Management  

unitedutilities.com  

 


